
On Their Way Show Notes:  
Episode 1-Amanda Morris 

 
Summary: The debut episode of WGC’s On Their Way interviews Amanda Morris is an actor, 
writer, and creator from New York City by way of Spanish Town, Jamaica. Listen as Jade, our 
host, and Amanda talk about Amanda’s inspirations, process, and dreams as well as her artistic 
connection to her Jamaican heritage.  
 
Amanda’s Social Media 
Instagram: @nalasoul 
Twitter: @nalasoul 
YouTube: Amanda Morris 
Website: amandamorrisactor.com 
 
Credits 
Created, Produced, Hosted, and Edited by Jade Madison Scott (@JadeMScott) 
On Their Way theme composed by Bajio Alvarado (@bajioVO) 
On Their Way Logo illustrated by Amaka Korie (@amakakoriee) 
 
Follow WGC Productions 
Instagram, Twitter, Facebook: @withgoodco 
Website: www.wgcproductions.com 
Blog: https://www.wgcproductions.com/blog 
Shop: https://www.teepublic.com/user/wgcproductions 
 
(02:21) Spanish Town, Jamaica: The oldest continually inhabited city in Jamaica, this town 

was the country’s capital from 1692 till 1872. Originally 
inhabited by the Tanio people, the arrival of the Spanish saw 
the decline of the Tanio way of life. It is now a hub for the 
agricultural industry. 

“ Spanish Town.” Jamaica National Heritage Trust - Jamaica 
- Spanish Town, 2011. 

Home, Not. St. St. Jago de la Vega Cathedral in Spanish 
Town, Jamaica. 2009. Wikipedia.  

The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica. “Spanish Town.” Encyclopædia Britannica, 
Encyclopædia Britannica, Inc., 21 Nov. 2012, www.britannica.com/place/Spanish-Town. 

 
 
 
 

http://www.wgcproductions.com/
https://www.wgcproductions.com/blog
https://www.teepublic.com/user/wgcproductions
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(02:32) April Again: A homeless mute, a young couple, and a reformed criminal's fates 
intersect on a day in Queens, New York. Written, directed and edited by Tyrell Hunt, April Again 
has the distinction of being Gritty Vibes’ first original feature fIlm. It has garnered accolades 
such as The 2019 People’s Film Festival’s Best Feature Film. It is available to watch on Amazon 
Prime. “April Again.” IMDb, IMDb.com, 14 Mar. 2019. 
 
(02:48) Form of A Girl Unknown: Inspired by playwright Charly Evon Simpson’s time as a 
teacher, mentor, and social worker, Form of A Girl Unknown tells the story of 12-year-old 
Amali’s journey into young womanhood. Its world debut was in the Fall of 2019.  Turner , Larisa 
Beth. “'Form of a Girl Unknown' Gets into All the Gory Details of Growing Up.” The Salt Lake 
Tribune, 13 Oct. 2019. 
 
(08:17) Gem of The Ocean:  The ninth play written in August Wilson’s 10 play-cycle, Gem of 
The Ocean takes place in turn of the century Pittsburgh on the eve of Aunt Esther’s 287th 
birthday. A beleaguered man seeks her knowledge to absolve himself of guilt and she charges 
him to find a city in the middle of the Atlantic ocean. This play’s world debut was in 2003 at the 
Goodman Theatre. “August Wilson: The Ground on Which I Stand.” PBS, Public Broadcasting 
Service, 21 July 2015. 
 
(10:28) Howard University’s Department of Theater Arts: Derived from Howard University’s 
strong tradition of declamation and performance, the College Dramatic Club (later renamed The 
Howard Players) was the basis for the future Department of Theater Arts. The Howard Players, 
founded in 1919, specialized in creating and performing works that centered Black life. In 1949, 
under the leadership of Anne Cook, the group toured two plays throughout Europe for a month. 
Ann Cooke’s successor, Owen Dodson, saw the formation of the College of Fine Arts which 
combined the departments of drama, art, and music. In 1991, a dance major was added to the 
school, and in 1992, the school was reclassified into a department, though it is currently in the 
works to be reinstated as the College of Fine Arts.  

Notable Alumni of this department are, to name a few, Roxie Roker (The Jeffersons), 
Kamilah Forbes (Executive Producer of The Apollo Theater), Susan Kelechi Watson (This Is 
Us), Phylicia Rashad (The Cosby Show, 2004 Tony Award Winner for Best Actress in A Play), 
Debbie Allen (Fame, A Different World, Two Time Tony Award Winner), Chadwick Boseman 
(Black Panther, 42) , and Taraji P. Henson (Empire, Hidden Figures). “Department History.” 
Department History | Howard University Department of Theatre Arts, Howard University, 2019. |  
“Chadwick Boseman's Howard University 2018 Commencement Speech.” YouTube, 2018, 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=RIHZypMyQ2s. 
 
 
 
 

https://www.amazon.com/gp/video/detail/B07PMFCBW7/ref=atv_dp_share_cu_r
https://www.amazon.com/gp/video/detail/B07PMFCBW7/ref=atv_dp_share_cu_r


On Their Way Show Notes:  
Episode 1-Amanda Morris 

 
(13:41) “Scoring”: Scoring a script is a continual action an actor takes to outline motivations, 
pronunciations and blocking. initial impulses. In short, it’s how an actor notates their acting 
choices.  
 
(16:00) Rasin In The Sun: This landmark 1959 play by Lorraine Hansberry was the first play by 
a Black woman performed on Broadway as well as the first play by a Black playwright to win the 
New York Drama Critics’ Circle Award for Best Play. The story is that of the Younger family as 
they determine what to do with a sudden windfall of money. It explores themes such a Black 
success in America, segregation, and generational divides in the Black community. Though 
Hansberry tragically passed at 35, Raisin in The Sun remains one of the great works of the 
Black Dramatic canon. Robinson, David. “'A Raisin in the Sun' Reveals Playwright Lorraine 
Hansberry's Black Activism.” Biography.com, A&E Networks Television, 24 June 2020.  
 
(18:39) Logan, Utah: A lush town in the heart of Utah’s Cache county, the land that Logan 
county now sits on was the home to the Desert Archaic Culture, the pre-Columbian Fremont 
Culture, Numic speaking peoples, and the Northern Shoshone peoples. The town of Logan was 
founded in 1859 by a group of Mormon settlers, and though it was a relatively peaceful 
settlement at first, as the Mormon settlements expanded, violent conflict increased. In the 
present day, Logan is the home to Utah State Univerity, a thriving agricultural sector, and a 
healthy manufacturing hub. “Native Americans in Utah.” History to Go, The Utah State 
Government, 22 Apr. 2016. | “Logan.” History to Go, The Utah State Government, 17 May 2016. 
| “Logan, UT.” Welcome to Logan, UT, 2019. 
 
(20:41) Naima: The second Gritty Vibes film, Naima is a quirky crime comedy written and 
directed by Tyrell Hunt. Hunt, Relly. “Meet the Cast and Crew of Our Upcoming Indie Film 
‘Naima’ -.” Gritty Vibes Magazine, 19 July 2020.  
 
(28:56) Tyrell Hunt & Gritty Vibes: Gritty Vibes magazine seeks to platform exciting young 
artists and creators. It was founded by writer and filmmaker Tyrell Hunt. Hunt, Relly. “Wait, so 
What Is Gritty Vibes?” Gritty Vibes Magazine, 31 July 2020. 
 
(29:41) Manda Was Here: Gritty Vibes’ first film, Manda Was Here tells the story of the titular 
characters search for her love, Shariff, in their rapidly gentrifying neighborhood. It is written and 
directed by Tyrell Hunt. It is available to watch at this link. Hunt, Relly. “Amanda Morris Stars in 
the Gentrification Themed Film ‘Manda Was Here.’” Gritty Vibes Magazine, 20 Aug. 2017. 
 
 
 
 
 

https://videopress.com/v/Dptbt7K2
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(33:04) Ms. Louise Bennett: Once described as a person who “seems to embody the very 
psyche of [her] people”, Ms. Louise “Ms. Lou” Bennett-Coverly was a 20th-century folklorist, 
poet, storyteller, comedian, and social commentator. Kingston born, she received her formal 
university education at the Royal Dramatic Academy of Art. Upon graduation, she returned to 
Jamaica where she taught speech and drama while still working on her personal art. She moved 
to New York where she met her husband, a fellow artist. The married couple returned to 
Jamaica and Bennett became the drama official for the Jamcian welfare commission. 

Bennett is often called the “mother of Jamaican culture” due to her efforts to celebrate 
and embrace Jamaican culture, specifically her dedication to normalizing Patois ( or Patawah), 
the majority dialectical language of Jamaica. Caribbean Comedian Ep# 4 MISS LOU 1919 - 
2006.” Performance by Louise Bennett, YouTube, Caribbean Insight TV, 2018, 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=JF1FmpDrLWU. | “Louise Bennett-Coverley.” Jamaica Information 
Service, Louise Bennett Heritage, 16 Sept. 2019,  
 
(34:36) Likke Bowy, Big Mon: Written by Amanda Morris as a highschooler, Likke Bowy, Big 
Mon follows Anothony who, after exhausting his parents in America, is sent to Jamaica to live 
with his aunt. Drawing inspiration from her own family and experiences in Jamaica, Morris 
wishes to expand upon the world and characters she created in this play. Zimmerman, Kevin. “A 
Play Grows in Queens: Hillcrest High Senior Creates Winning Comedy-Drama.” QNS.com, 
2013.  
 
(34:44) Coconuts: This one woman show written and performed by Amanda Morris, recounts 
her experience has a young Jamaican girl immigrating into New York c.2010. It is available to 
watch on her YouTube channel. Morris, Amanda. AMANDA MORRIS ONE WOMAN SHOW- 
“COCONUTS.” Coconuts, YouTube, 2019, www.youtube.com/watch?v=BzNe6xrpBzI&t=2s. 
 

 
Further Resources 

 
So You Want To Be An Actor…. 
Amanda acts on both stage and screen, so we’ve compiled a short list of videos and books that 
can help you, a fellow actor, learn or refresh your memory on techniques and methods.  
 

The father of contemporary Western acting, Constantin Stanislavski’s An Actor 
Prepares is a fictionalized account of an acting student in an acting class based off of 
the Stanislavski method. It details the way in which the Stanislavski method uses 
imagination, focus, physicality, emotional truth and recall, acting objectives, and an 
actor’s psychology. This is the first work of Stanislavski’s method trilogy.  

● Physical book  
● Audio book 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JF1FmpDrLWU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BzNe6xrpBzI&t=2s
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BzNe6xrpBzI&t=2s
https://bookshop.org/books?keywords=An+actor+prepares
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=auDMQ298whw&feature=youtu.be
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Due to the historically exclusionary nature of Western Theater, there's has been dearth 
of concentrated study of methods. Dr. Sharrell D. Luckett’s Black Acting Methods: 
Critical Approaches seeks to highlight dramatic methods derived from African 
performance styles.  

● A conversation with Dr. Sharrell D. Luckett at The Segal Center 
● Physical book 

 
Uta Hagen is one of the most esteemed acting teachers of the 20th century. With 
students like Robert DeNiro, Whoopi Goldberg, and Al Pacino, Hagen’s developed the 
technique of “transference” which encourages an actor to bring their own lives to their 
role.  

● Uta Hagen’s Acting Class 
 
Stella Adler is a direct student of Stanislavsky and muh of her work builds upon his initial 
observations and instruction on acting. Adler’s focus on developing the actor’s memory 
and imagination is one of her great contributions to the field. She is the founder of The 
Stella Adler Studio of Acting which trains actors for both stage and screen. 

● Stella Adler: Awake and Dream! From “American Masters”  
 
So You Want to Produce A Film... 
 
Amanda eloquently spoke about her time producing April Again. If you want to produce films as 
well, feel free to reference some of these resources we’ve amassed for you.  
 

StudioBinder, an organizational software for producers, has published an extensive 
document detailing what is needed for the pre-production process of a film 

● How to Produce a Movie: The Pre-Production Process Explained. 
○ WGC has no affiliation with StudioBinder 

 
If you are unclear on what the role of producer is, this 22-minute video by Indy Mogul 
should help clarify any uncertainty.  

● What does a producer ACTUALLY do? Easy Guide To Make A Short Film 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QZfnaxjbFqA&feature=youtu.be
https://www.routledge.com/Black-Acting-Methods-Critical-Approaches/Luckett-Shaffer/p/book/9781138907621
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RLSkEL3T6JI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4Yo4BLH87YY&feature=youtu.be
https://www.studiobinder.com/blog/the-complete-pre-production-process/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q_DlasaGRyM&feature=youtu.be
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Like most things in art, experience is everything. If you are a young producer, like 
Amanda, sometime the best thing you can do is listen to the experiences of more 
seasoned producers. These Producer Roundtables conducted by the Hollywood 
Reporter, are a great place to learn about film production.  

● Producers Roundtable: Kevin Feige, Gabriela Rodriguez, Ceci Dempsey, Paul 
Greengrass | Close Up 

● Producers Roundtable: Charlize Theron, David Heyman, Emma Tillinger Koskoff, 
Dan Lin | Close Up 

 
So You Want to be a Playwright... 
 
Amanda speaks about the plays she’s written and her desire to write more in the future. If you 
are, or want to be, a playwright like Amanda, here are some videos with other playwrights, so 
that you might further learn from other Modern and Contemporary established playwrights. 

 
August Wilson is one of the great American playwrights of the 20th century. His 
dedicated to exploring Black life lead to the creation of The Pittsburgh Cycle, which 
earned him two Pulitzers an the immense respect of theater artists all over the world. 
● Theatre Conversations: August Wilson 
 
David Henry Hwong, Lydia Diamond, and Suzan Lori Parks discuss their processes as 
playwrights for The American Theater Wings’ The Playwright’s Voice. 
● The Playwright’s Voice (Working In The Theatre #407) 

 
Creator of the dramatic sensation, Slave Play, Jermey O. Harris conversates with Emily 
Bobrow about playwriting.  

● Jeremy O. Harris & Emily Bobrow in conversation | Twenty Summers Session 6 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iBck8gMg4_s&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iBck8gMg4_s&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0ALe_MuIKv0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0ALe_MuIKv0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mDjnZGI3WiE&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tDu7htPKPD4&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KPoIC_9bPxQ&feature=youtu.be

